
July 2011                                                                               www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/rm_main.shtm  ·  1–877–FEMA MAP 

 

 

The National Flood 
Insurance Program 
and Levees  

 

Levees: Risk Reduction, Not Protection  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview 

The Federal Emergency 

Management (FEMA) administers 

the NFIP, the cornerstone of the 

Nation’s strategy for assisting 

communities in preparing for flood 

disasters. The NFIP was created to 

help protect lives and reduce flood 

damages by identifying flood risks, 

encouraging sound community 

floodplain management practices, 

and providing flood insurance to 

lessen the financial impact of 

flooding. 

While the NFIP provides flood 

insurance and strives to reduce 

flood damages through floodplain 

management regulations, FEMA 

identifies and maps the Nation’s 

floodplains. Mapping flood hazards 

creates broad-based awareness of 

the flood hazards and provides the 

data necessary for floodplain 

management programs to ensure 

safer construction and for the 

flood insurance program to provide 

more accurate rating. 
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Flood Hazard Maps Identify Flood Risks 

 

Flood Insurance 

Living with Levee Systems-It’s a Shared 

Responsibility 

 

 
For More Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fema.gov/about/programs/nfip/index.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/lv_intro.shtm
http://www.floodsmart.gov/simulator
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/hm_main.shtm
http://www.floodsmart.gov/
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/lv_fpm.shtm
http://www.usace.army.mil/LeveeSafety/Pages/main.aspx

